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but developed its other Adriatic ports, to the detriment of SuSak
and Trieste. Poland, with facilities at Danzig, preferred to build
and develop a new port at Gdynia. The granting of inde-
pendence to Trieste and its immediately adjacent territory after
the Second World War, even though special facilities be
provided in the port for the States which comprise its hinter-
land, will not be successful unless good relations develop
between the new Free State and Jugoslavia, because the latter
controls its hinterland communications.
Such European examples tend to attract attention because
of the political and economic repercussions which may occur as
a result of their application, but it should not be forgotten that
Bolivia's attempts to gain access to the sea have for long been
a cause of dissension in South America. Africa, like South
America, has only one independent inland State at present,
Abyssinia, which has sought outlets to the sea through foreign
territory. The Belgian Government made arrangements with
the British Government for the use of a site in Dar-es-Salaam
as an outlet for the trade of the Belgian Congo, and similar
arrangements have been made for Northern Rhodesia and
Nyasaland to use the port of Beira in Portuguese Mozambique.
Clearly participation in oceanic circulation, whether favoured
by ownership of densely populated, physically appropriate,
coastal lowlands or where it necessitates complicated negoti-
ations with neighbouring  States  to   make   possible access
to  tide water by inland  countries,  is of vital importance
in the Political Geography of all but the most insignificant
States*
In discussing circulation on the continents, the student of
Political Geography is confronted with a very different set of
conditions. "Freedom of the seas" has long been debated in
connection with maritime international communications and
"Freedom of the air" has become almost equally euphemistically
used in recent years, but studies in the various aspects of
international affairs, including circulation, are seldom if ever
concerned with "Freedom of the lands". The reason is all too
obvious. Land communications have been developed primarily
to meet the requirements of the internal organization of the
State, and have therefore borne a close relationship to national